“Smee” by A.M. Burrage 
(Alfred McClelland Burrage, 1889 – 1956)
Vocabulary List
Deprecatory - apologetic
Shan’t – shall not
Leavening – lightening
Rapturous – carried away by overwhelming emotion
Dissentient – expressing disagreement
Seedy – slightly unwell
Retracting – withdrawing or pulling back
Affected – pretended
Tangent – diverging from the original point; irrelevant
Colloquialism – a local or slang expression
Forfeit – a fine or payment
Cussedness – stubbornness
Epithet – a word or phrase used in place of a name
Lambs – gentle people
Sprightly- light and lively
Byword – a frequently used word or phrase
Pull long faces – to appear sad or depressed
Alarums and excursions – calling the troops to arms and going out on a mission (used in a joking way)
Trill – high, shaking
Wrap – a light coat or a shawl
Uncanny – beyond the normal; supernatural
Fervently – with great feeling
Turn – a strong, disagreeable surprise
Tactlessly – without care or consideration for others’ feelings
Peeved – annoyed or resentful
