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IST 668 Literacy through School Libraries  



Assignment #4: Collaborative Unit Plan


I. Descriptive Information 

This unit plan is designed for 7th grade middle school students in English Language Arts classes. As part of their normal curriculum, the students will study the novel Letters From Rifka in order to successfully study character, theme, setting, and plot devices to understand basic elements of the novel. This unit plan is designed to integrate the traditional text study with additional research and technology skills to ensure engaging, innovative lessons that teach the students how to analyze historical fiction in a modern world. This unit will focus on dealing with issues of prejudice and tolerance as well as the analysis of historical literature. 

The students will be expected to be able to identify key elements in the text including foreshadowing, characterization, and the importance of setting. They will also correctly utilize Google Earth and Microsoft Word to map out important elements of the novel. 

The English Language Arts teacher will be responsible for preparing any tests or quizzes related to the text. He will also be responsible for ensuring students’ understanding of vocabulary words. The librarian will be responsible for organizing and presenting all additional historical research that is not included in the text. She is also responsible for teaching the students to correctly use any technology that will aid them in the completion of class assignments.  
II. Lesson Plans
Lesson # 1

Unit Title: Letters From Rifka 
Lesson Plan Title: Setting the Scene – Judaism during the Russian Civil War
Concept / Topic to Teach: Introduce Rifka’s family and the importance of their actions as it relates to the time period in which they live.  

Learning Standards Addressed

ELA Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

ELA Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

ELA Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

ELA Standard 4: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

General Goal(s):
Students will read the selected novel and be able to discuss key elements with the class, including the importance of the historical setting. 
Specific Objectives:

Students will be able to identify and describe the members of Rifka’s family, relate the actions of the characters to the time period in which they live, utilize vocabulary to increase comprehension, analyze character’s opinions based on their point of view, support opinions and assertions with details from the text, analyze the relationship the between siblings and compare it to their own. 
Required Materials:

Class set of Letters From Rifka, computer lab, Microsoft Office, peasant costumes, English-Yiddish dictionary
Anticipatory Set (a lead-in, introduction, “attention-getter”):
Ask students what they know about Judaism and immigration. Ask if they know how their own families came to the United States and where they came from and use this to segue into Rifka’s family. 
Step-By-Step Procedures:

1. Students will have read pages 1-34 of Letters From Rifka as homework the previous night. 
2. The librarian and the teacher will both don traditional peasant costumes that represent Jews living in Russia during the years after World War I. The librarian will then explain what Judaism is, what pogroms are, and what this time in Russia’s history was like. The teacher will explain how the author uses these details and her own family’s background as a backdrop for the novel. The teacher will then explain that each of our families arrived in the United States in very different ways and that this is just one story.
3. The teacher will go over the vocabulary list for the week, based on words found in the text.
4. Students will create a replica of Rifka’s family tree using Microsoft Word. In each family member’s box under his or her name, students will use examples from the text to label character traits for each family member. 
Plan for Independent Practice:
Students will be given time to work on their family tree mappings.   
Closure:
Ask students to describe members of Rifka’s family and reflect on how the setting affects the characters. Why is Rifka safer than other members of her family when dealing with soldiers?
Assessment (should be based on objectives):
Students will correctly fill out Rifka’s family tree and explain their character traits as well as how their situation affects their actions. 
Possible Adaptations (for students with learning disabilities):
Instead of using computers, students can create the family tree on paper. 
Possible Connections to Other Subjects:
History/Social Studies, Technology
Lesson # 2
Unit Title: Letters From Rifka 
Lesson Plan Title: Rifka’s Journey and Google Earth
Concept / Topic to Teach: Introduce Anti-Semitism, emigration, and Rifka’s journey across Europe. 
Learning Standards Addressed 
ELA Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

ELA Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

ELA Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

ELA Standard 4: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

General Goal(s):
Students will use examples from the text to draw conclusions about the characters and their journey. 
Specific Objectives:

Students will be able to explain what a mitzvah is and what it represents, describe and explain the treatment of Jews in Europe, identify and evaluate women’s roles in the early 1900’s, and will be able to map Rifka’s journey. 
Required Materials:

Class set of Letters From Rifka, computer lab, Google Earth, Favorite Tales of Sholom Aleichem, map of Europe as it stood in 1919. 
Anticipatory Set (a lead-in, introduction, “attention-getter”):
Ask students what if they have ever been bullied and how they “got out of” the situation. Ask them what they thought of how Rifka’s family was being treated in the novel. 
Step-By-Step Procedures:

1. Students will have read pages 35-49 of Letters From Rifka as homework the previous night. 
2. The teacher will discuss important plot devices and vocabulary and will help to engage the students in a discussion about why Rifka’s family is fleeing Russia. 
3. The librarian will read a passage from Sholom Aleichem and explain that this was written at the time Rifka’s family was fleeing. 

4. The students will use the Google Earth program and a map of Europe to plot Rifka’s travels across Europe. By entering Berdichev, Motziv, Warsaw, and Antwerp into a search, students will be able to locate and label each city Rifka stopped in. They will also be able to see the railroads Rifka’s family took to each city as they traveled and they will be able to label these on their maps as well. 
Plan for Independent Practice:
Students will be given time to work on their plots of Rifka’s travels. 
Closure:
Ask students to imagine traveling in secret across the landscape as Rifka’s family did and how they would feel traveling in such a secluded area. 
Assessment (should be based on objectives):
Students will engage in conversation about the text, about tolerance, and about persecution. Students will also be able to correctly plot Rifka’s family’s journey and correctly label landmarks on their maps. 
Possible Adaptations (for students with learning disabilities):
Students may work together instead of on their own or the class can plot the journey as a whole. 
Possible Connections to Other Subjects:
History/Social Studies, Technology

Lesson # 3

Unit Title: Letters From Rifka 
Lesson Plan Title: Foreshadowing and Pushkin
Concept / Topic to Teach: Introduce the importance of foreshadowing in the text.  
Learning Standards Addressed

ELA Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

ELA Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

ELA Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

ELA Standard 4: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

General Goal(s):
Students will use examples from the text to determine what will happen next. 
Specific Objectives:

Students will be able to describe character’s points of view, interpret examples of indirect characterization, and identify and interpret foreshadowing. 
Required Materials:

Class set of Letters From Rifka, student notebooks
Anticipatory Set (a lead-in, introduction, “attention-getter”):
Ask students if they felt the quotes from Pushkin poetry at the beginning of each letter was of importance. How can they tell? Ask what these quotes tell us about the chapter ahead. 
Step-By-Step Procedures:

1. Students will have read pages 50-74 of Letters From Rifka as homework the previous night. 

2. The librarian will introduce Alexander Pushkin’s poetry to the class, reading a complete poem that contains the quote from the previous night’s reading. 
3. The teacher will introduce the concept of foreshadowing to the class and engage in a discussion about why these quotes are important. 

4. The class will write journal entries on a chapter of their choice (that has already been covered in class) and will explain what that quote helped explain in the chapter ahead. 
5. Ask students to volunteer to read their selected quote and describe what they believe it was telling the audience. 
Plan for Independent Practice:
Students will independently analyze a quote for foreshadowing. 
Closure:
Ask students to read the quote at the beginning of the next chapter and discuss what they think might happen in the pages to come. 
Assessment (should be based on objectives):
Students will accurately describe elements of foreshadowing in the text. 
Possible Adaptations (for students with learning disabilities):
Students can work as a class rather than individually. 
Possible Connections to Other Subjects:
History/Social Studies, Technology
Lesson # 4

Unit Title: Letters From Rifka 
Lesson Plan Title: Rifka and Tevya
Concept / Topic to Teach: Compare different stories of historical fiction that tell of the same time period.  
Learning Standards Addressed

ELA Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

ELA Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

ELA Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

ELA Standard 4: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

General Goal(s):
Students will watch Fiddler on the Roof and compare the story to that of Letters From Rifka. 
Specific Objectives:

Students will be able to compare and contrast two stories told within the same setting, apply understanding of historical context to interpretations of a story, and identify and compare character traits. 
Required Materials:

Class set of Letters From Rifka, Favorite Tales of Sholom Aleichem, English-Yiddish dictionary, Fiddler on the Roof DVD, encyclopedia
Anticipatory Set (a lead-in, introduction, “attention-getter”):
Ask the students if they felt that Rifka’s journey to America was typical of most immigrants. Ask if they think her experiences in Europe were unique to her. 
Step-By-Step Procedures:

1. Students will have finished the remainder of Letters From Rifka as homework the previous night. 

2. Both the librarian and the teacher will engage the students in a conversation about the ending of the book. 
3. The librarian will lead the students through the process of gaining entrance through Ellis Island in 1919. 

4. The teacher will explain the connection to Sholom Aleichem’s stories and Fiddler on the Roof. 

5. The class will watch Fiddler on the Roof. 

6. The class will discuss the similarities between the stories, the characters, and the existence of prejudice. 

Plan for Independent Practice:
Students will write a one-page journal entry for homework that accurately describes the similarities and differences in the plot and characters of the book and movie. 
Closure:
The class will discuss the prejudices the characters in both mediums faced both in their hometowns and as they tried to gain entrance to the United States. 
Assessment (should be based on objectives):
Students will be able to accurately compare and contrast the book and the movie. 
Possible Adaptations (for students with learning disabilities):
Students may focus primarily on just the plot and setting rather than the characters in both mediums. 
Possible Connections to Other Subjects:
History/Social Studies

III. Materials List
Hesse, K. (1993). Letters from Rifka. Penguin Group USA.

The story of a Jewish immigrant’s escape from Russian pogroms and the adversity she faces in order to gain entrance into America. 

Aleichem, S. (1992). Short stories of Sholom Aleichem. Amereon Limited.

A collection of short stories of famed author Sholom Aleichem, the author whose stories inspired Fiddler on the Roof. 
Pushkin, A. (2009). Collected narrative and lyrical poetry. Overlook TP. 

A collection of Pushkin’s most well-known poetry. 

Gross, D. (1994). English-Yiddish Yiddish-English dictionary: Romanized. 

A dictionary of common English and Yiddish words and phrases. 

Cannato, V. J. (2009). American passage: The history of Ellis Island. 

Explains the immigration process that existed in the years that Ellis Island was in use as well as the museum it has become. 

Computer Software: Microsoft Word (2003)

Word processing software. 

Computer Software: Google Earth 

Available for download at google.com. The software allows users to view the world from a bird’s-eye view as well as zoom in to see features in the landscape. 

Props: Peasant Costumes


Costumes available from the drama department that are used to set the initial tone of the book. 

Map: Maps of Europe for the class

Copies of European maps from the 7th grad

DVD: Fiddler on the Roof (video recording) 1971. 

Based on Sholom Aleichem’s Tevye, the movie follows the story of Tevye and his daughters, depicting traditional Jewish life in Russia during the Russian Civil War. 
Used and adapted with permission from LessonPlansPage.com 


