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A is for Author!

A school covers its doors 
with authors and Illustrators , A to Z

Background
A number of years ago, our principal toured another elementary school where every classroom door was covered with student work, usually a response to literature, backed by brightly colored paper, and then sealed with plastic for protection.  In the beginning, this task was overwhelming for some teachers: just getting the paper on the door and then the plastic - - whew!  Well, it has been at least five years since we began decorating our doors at P. S. 160.  When I saw this assignment I thought, “Why not have all the doors reflect a theme?”.  As my wheels turned, A is for Author! started to take shape.  
Description & Purpose
A is for Author is a program that takes a practice already in place at P. S. 160, and gives it a special purpose.  This year, instead of each teacher struggling on their own to come up with a theme for the outside of their door, they will select a letter of the alphabet at random (See Attachment #6) and create a door that reflects the work of an author and/or illustrator whose last name begins with that letter.  Substantive and creative support will be provided by the Library and Literacy Coaches. (See Attachments #1 & #4)  With the endorsement of our Principal, Mr. Garden (See Attachment #2) the goal will be to have all doors complete by Curriculum Night (usually held during the third week of September).  
By implementing this program, P. S. 160 will benefit in three ways:

1. School wide - The doors of our school, each with their creative response to their author and/or illustrator, will give the school a cohesive look while enhancing our literary connections to each other. 

2. Class wide - As the first project each class will undertake, the door decorations will also help build a sense of community within each classroom.  

3. Community wide – As visitors and parents come to the building, they will be drawn beyond the literary content on their child’s classroom door, to the other doors within the school that complement the overall A is for Author! theme.
In addition to the direct benefits listed above, as the result of participating in this program, teachers who normally do not use the services of the library will be encouraged to come to the library for books by their author/illustrator.  
Once the decorated doors are in place, the librarian and the library monitors will create a scavenger hunt (See Attachment #3) of fun facts and literary trivia based on the content of the doors for families to complete during curriculum night.  
SUPPORT & PUBLICITY
This project will involve every classroom teacher and each student, along with the cooperation of the following members of our learning community:

· The Principal’s endorsement of this program is critical to the program’s success and will reinforce its importance as a creative approached to reading and literacy.  (See Attachment # 2)
· The Assistant Principals can help by holding their staff accountable for participating in the program.

· The Literacy Coaches can provide ideas for individual teachers with questions about who to present and how to do it.

· The Parent Coordinator and the PTA can help by encouraging parents to fill out the scavenger hunt during Curriculum Night and offering a prize for the family who finds the most items.

· The Local Branch of the Queens Public Library can help students and teachers find more books by their selected author and offer suggestions for display.  We will send a copy of Mr. Garden’s memo to the Children’s librarian at our local branches.
COST
Given that this program piggy-backs on something already in place at P. S. 160, it is anticipated that no additional costs will be incurred.  The school supplies large rolls of color paper for backing the doors, and the plastic sheeting to cover them.  
EVALUATION
The program will be evaluated on four levels:

1. Teacher Survey – Teachers will be asked to rate the program based on how easy or difficult it was it to understand what was expected, how to accomplish it, and when it was due.
2. Visual Effect – Administrators, Literacy Coaches and the Librarian will tour the school and rate the overall effectiveness of the program by rating each door as to how eye-catching the presentation is and whether the teacher followed instructions and used their letter/author creatively.  The purpose of this rating is for feedback on A is for Author! program, not an individual teacher’s efforts.
3. Parent Participation – After curriculum night, a short, informal survey will be sent home by the librarian asking parents whether or not they participated in the scavenger hunt and what they thought of the program.  This will also serve to tell those parents who did not come, that the program is in place and they are invited up to see it.

4. School Promotion – Pictures will be taken of each door, and then compiled into a “book” titled: A is for Author!  At P. S. 160, the doors tell a story . . .  This book can be sent to the Regional Office as an example of a school-wide project supporting literacy, to other schools as a prototype, to the press as evidence of the good things going on in public school, and to the homes of our students so families can see their child’s work as part of the whole picture.
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

Attachment #1
Let Your Fingers Do the Clicking!
                 A List of Authors and Illustrators on the Web
Attachment #2     Memo from Mr. Garden to staff describing the program
Attachment #3
  Scavenger Hunt for Families 
Attachment #4
  Presentation Ideas for Door Design
Attachment #5
   An Index of Author Doors by Teacher and Class
Attachment #6
   Lottery Tickets of Author / Illustrators from A to Z
 (  This work is dedicated to my mother, Cynthia Donaldson Matz, who taught me how to finish what I begin. (
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Let Your Fingers Do the Clicking!

A List of Authors and Illustrators on the Web
Special Note to Teachers:  As of August, 2006, all of these links were up and running.  Only TeachingBooks requires a membership, but as you’ll see below, one is already available complements of the Office of Library Services.   These sites are useful not just for this project, but anytime you need author information.

KidSpace@The Internet Public Library http://www.ipl.org/kidspace/browse/rzn0000 

“The Reading Zone is a little like the fiction section at a public library. You can find links to on-line stories and also learn more about your favorite books and authors.”  Click on “Authors A- K” and “Authors L – Z”.

The Children's Literature Web Guide    http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/
“The Children's Literature Web Guide is an attempt to gather together and categorize the growing number of Internet resources related to books for Children and Young Adults. Much of the information that you can find through these pages is provided by others: fans, schools, libraries, and commercial enterprises involved in the book world.”  This site is out of the University of Calgary and as such has many links to children’s books and authors of international renown.  Click on “Authors on the Web”.
America Writes for Kids   http://usawrites4kids.drury.edu   

"This new site [2006] is searchable by state and by alphabet and is linked to nearly 50 authors' and playwrights' webpages, plus other useful sites, with more being added every week."   Click on “Authors”.
TeachingBooks    http://www.teachingbooks.net 
“TeachingBooks' mission is to generate enthusiasm for books and reading by bringing authors, illustrators and engaging resources about books for children and teens to every school, library and home. From one easy-to-use website, TeachingBooks makes instantly available original, in-studio movies of authors and illustrators, audio excerpts of professional book readings, guides to thousands of titles and a wealth of multimedia resources on children's and young adult literature.”

NYC Office of Library Services is sponsoring memberships, so simply sign in as a guest, and identify our school and you will gain membership.  Once you are in, click on “Author Websites”. 
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         D R A F T        M E M O R A N D A

TO:
 
All P. S. 160 Administration & Teachers
FROM:
Mr. Jermaine Garden, Principal

DATE:
August 31, 2006

RE:

A is for Author! Program
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Welcome to Curriculum Night & A is for Author!

Dear Parents & Caregivers,

We have a treat for you tonight!  In addition to meeting your child’s teacher and seeing their room, you are invited to tour the school and look at our A is for Author! project.  Each class has decorated their door with the work of an author and/or illustrator beginning with a specific letter of the alphabet.  We have created a little game for you to play with your children as you walk around.  Try to answer the questions below and when you are done, just bring this sheet back to Mr. Plummer, our Parent Coordinator who is on the first floor, or drop by and see Ms. Matz in the Library, Room 317.  
Have fun!  Oh, by the way, there is a special grand prize for the family that can name all the authors and/or illustrators from A to Z – you can use the back of this page to keep track.  Good Luck!








Mr. Jermaine Garden, Principal P. S. 160
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Presentation Suggestions for Door Design

Attachment #5                                                  Final Project - Julie Matz – 612

A is for Author!

An Index of Author Doors
  Teacher / Classroom / Author / Illustrator                Teacher / Classroom / Author / Illustrator
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                        A is for Author!

Lottery Tickets of authors and Illustrators , A to Z
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A is for Author!





S


Peter Sis ~ Louis Sachar


Antoine De Saint-Exupery


Jon Scieszka ~ Dr. Seuss


Shel Silverstein ~ Gary Soto


Jerry Spinelli ~ William Steig


I





A is for Author!





R


Raffi ~ Peggy Rathman


Faith Ringgold ~ J. K. Rowling  


Cynthia Rylant 





A is for Author!





O





Scott O’Dell ~ Mary Pope Osborne Dianne Ochitree


 





A is for Author!





N





Scott Nash  ~ Donna Jo Nappoli


Laura Numeroff ~ Bill Nye 


 





A is for Author!





P


Katherine Paterson ~ Gary Paulsen ~ Dav Pilkey


Patricia Polacco ~ Daniel Pinkwater ~ Beatrix Potter


Peggy Parish ~ Charles Perrault





A is for Author!





M





Gregory Maguire ~ Bill Martin Jr. Mercer Mayer ~Madonna  


Robert Munsch  





A is for Author!





L


Madeline L’Engle ~ Edward Lear  


John Lithgow  ~ Anita Lobel  


Lois Lowry ~ Arnold Lobel


Myra Cohn Livingston





A is for Author!





K


Ezra Jack Keats


Steven Kellogg ~Dick King-Smith 


 Kathleen Krull ~ Eric Kimmel


Holly Keller ~ Laurie Keller





A is for Author!





J





Bran Jaques ~ Billy Joel


Norton Juster 





A is for Author!





C


Meg Cabot ~ Eric Carle  


Nancy Carlson ~ Beverly Cleary  


Lucy Cousins ~ Sharon Creech Karen Cushman ~ Doreen Cronin


Donald Crews





A is for Author!





B


Molly Bang ~ Frank L. Baum 


 Jan & Stan Berenstain  


Judy Blume ~ Jan Brett 


Marc Brown ~ Betsy Byers





A is for Author!





A


Alma Flora Ada ~ Louisa May Alcott ~ Julie Andrews  


Tedd Arnold ~ Jim Aronsky 


 Frank Asch ~ Avi





A is for Author!





I


I Spy Books


I Spy Books








A is for Author!





H


Virginia Hamilton ~ Keith Haring  Kevin Henkes ~ Jim Henson  


Tana Hoban ~ Pat Hutchins


Langston Hughes ~ Lillian Hoban


James Howe





A is for Author!





F





Denise Fleming ~ Mem Fox


Douglas Florian ~ Cornelia Funke


 Louise Fitzhugh





A is for Author!





E





Ed Emberley  ~ Mary Engelbreit 


 Edward Eager ~ Eleanor Estes





A is for Author!





G





Jack Gantos ~ Gail Gibbons


Nikki Giovanni ~ Edward Gorey


Paul Galdone ~ Brothers Grimm





A is for Author!





D


Roald Dahl ~ Tomie DePaola  Kate DiCamillo  


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 


 Crescent Dragonwagon 





A                                           Q





A is for Author!





Z





Paul Zelinsky ~ Charlotte Zolotow 


H. Werner Zimmerman





A is for Author!





Y





Ed Young ~ Jane Yolen





 





A is for Author!





X





X marks the spot for reading


 





F                                            V





A is for Author!





W





H. G. Wells ~ Laura Ingalls Wilder Mo Willems ~ Don Wood


Audrey Wood ~ E. B. White








A is for Author!





V





Chris Van Allsburg 





A is for Author!





U





Yoshiko Uchida 





A is for Author!





T





Jim Trelease ~ Mark Twain


Marc Tauss ~ J. R. R. Tolkien


P. L. Travers
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C                                            S





D                                            T





E                                            U





G                                           W





H                                           X





I                                             Y





 J                                            Z





K





L





M





N





O





P





A is for Author!





Q


Quentin Blake 
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And the Winner Is . . .


If your author/illustrator is an award winner, then make a big circle out of foil and place in the middle of your door covered with brightly colored paper.  Divide the circle in to slices that your students will fill with their comments about why their author deserves an award.  This idea is for upper elementary students.  Younger ones could draw a picture of their favorite part of a story by their author/illustrator and glue that on the medal on their door.








Picture Perfect


Invite your students to draw a picture of your author (you will need to visit their web site to see what they look like), and create a speech bubble that tells something about one of the books they wrote, or why they like to write.  The library has many resources about authors, so feel free to stop by to get the information you need.








Genre Just Right 


Identify the genre your author/illustrator like to work in, or pick one they are best known for.  Create a door display that defines the genre with examples from their books.  For example, J. K. Rowling is a writer of fantasy.  Your door could show examples of magic, talking animals, unusual settings and time travel.








Face It!


Take a picture of each of your children and use their face as the face of a character from one of your author/illustrator’s stories.  Ask each student to draw the character big enough so when you cut out the face, you can frame the face of the student who drew the picture.  If you can imagine The Gingerbread Man with the face of Mr. Ash, you get the idea!








Jeopardy Game


Create a Jeopardy Game with questions and answers about your   author and/or illustrator.  Arrange the categories across the top of the door and reveal the answers for each row.  Design a “question” key so students and parents can test their knowledge of your author.








Character  Quilt


Pick one book by your author or illustrator and ask your students to draw their favorite character.  Display the characters in a bar chart or as part of a character quilt.








ACROSTIC POSTER


Make your door an acrostic poster using the author’s name with pictures of characters from the author’s books beginning with each letter of their name.








Thank you in advance for starting the year by working together to make reading come alive for our students and each other!








�





C


is for


 Eric Carle





	 We are calling this program A is for Author!  and I know I can count on you to make your door come alive with examples of your illustrators work, or hand drawn pictures of your author’s characters , or any other idea you and your students devise to present your letter and your author. 





	Our goal is to have all the doors covered by Curriculum Night so our parents can participate in a Scavenger Hunt for details hidden in your doorways.  Ms. Matz and her library monitors will create the Scavenger Hunt after all the doors are assembled.  





	





	Welcome back to school!  This year, we are going to add a new spin to something we have done for a long time now.   Soon you will be asked to pull a letter out of a hat.   That letter represents the last name of an author and/or illustrator.   First, you need to choose an author or illustrator with that last name, and next you and your class will design a door that creatively presents their work.   You will find a list of web sites to visit that have the names of authors with your letter attached to this memo.  In addition, you will find a page of ideas for content and presentation.  Ms. Matz, our librarian, and Ms. Lubin, our Literacy coach, have agreed to lend a hand to any teacher who is wondering who to present and how to do so. 





Once upon a time, the sun rose on a beautiful, new day . . .





Find a door with an author who is also an illustrator.


Do you like their art?








Room _______














Find a door of an award winning author.


Who are they?








Room _______









































Find your favorite door.


Why do you like it?











Room _______














Find your child’s door.  Who is the author?











Room _______














Find a door with rhyming words. List 2 below:











Room _______














Find a door of a non-fiction author.


What do they write about?








Room _______














Find the door that begins with the first letter of your last name.  What is on the door?





____________________________


            


Room _________





Find a door that has an author who likes to write about animals.





Room  __________





A is for Author!


Family


Scavenger


Hunt
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