Lesson Plan      Canarsie High School      March 6, 2008

Learning Objective

Students will determine how they select personal reading material by examining various covers to Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and analyzing their designs using criteria they create based on their knowledge of the play.

Motivation

· Discussion of First Impressions: I’ve made some first impressions of this class.  I’m sure you’ve made a first impression of me.  How did we decide what we think about each other?  Some of it is conscious, and some of it is unconscious.

· Well, you’ve heard the phrase: YOU CAN’T JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER.  It’s really about judging other people, but today we are going to put it to the test with a book, actually a play, you are reading for Mr. T. : Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

Lesson

· First, you already know something about Romeo and Juliet, so using only one word, describe the story (make a list of the words suggested by students)  -----  prompt “exciting”, “romance”, “rivalry”, “love story”, “boring”, “easy”, “important”, “sexy”, “scary”
· Let’s look at some covers and see how they shape up against what you know about the story. (Distribute cover sheet) Take a quick look at the page, which one do you want to read?  Why?
· Now, use the worksheet to rank them from FIRST to EIGHTH, with the FIRST one, the one you would want to read the most, and the EIGHTH one is the one you’d never even open the cover of.  Make sure to list your reason why you like the cover, or why you don’t.  (Give students 5 to 10 minutes to fill out the worksheet).
Summary

· Okay, let’s see how similar or different we are with our first impressions of these book covers by discovering which book cover we like the best and the least.  Come up and quickly put a mark in the column next to your first choice cover and your last.  Speak clearly and give us your reasons for selecting your covers.

