Online Discussion Board Summary

A+ Graduate School Students 

Weigh in on Online and Print Resources

Week 5 has come and gone.  Thank you all for making our discussion interesting and practical, with a touch of nostalgia!

Over the course of the past few days, we had the chance to apply our collection development skills to the task of selecting online versus print magazines.  In almost every case, the online magazines were digital versions of their print counterparts, designed to be a cyber-presence as well as boost print subscriptions.  Having said this, these free digital serials are not just advertisements.  But don’t take my word for it (Thank you, Reading Rainbow), below is a summary of the posted reviews and analysis.  

Here is a list of the online magazines you chose, and a brief “rationale” for the winner (in bold).









Many thanks to Lisa, who posted key points from the readings: 

Evans :  serials are a primary source of current information, and are defined as periodicals , annuals , memoirs, as well as the many formats to explore electronically (online) digital documents.


Peterson : stresses “having a plan” for managing one's budget with respect to web-based resources which provide easier management of resources and relevant reference opportunities while eliminating storage issues.

Best of luck to everyone during Week 6 as we pull the collection development assignment together.
This week’s thoughtful contributors were:

· Melissa Mara Dossie-O’Sullivan

· Susan Gerloven

· Stacey Grossard

· Janine Henry

· Lisa Margo Herman

· Kathleen Mary Lalier

· Julie Matz

· Nira Psaltos

· Cathy Marie Revellese

· Robin Rosen

· Ciro Scardina

· Rachel Tsivitis

· Kelly Ann Ann Waitkus
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Time for Kids		       


Scholastic News Zone	














Cathy noted that both publications were easy to navigate, visually appealing, age appropriate, available in print as well as online, she chose TFK because of it’s mini-lesson component geared for teachers.














Kate found strengths in both publications: news reports, games, polls, teacher links, kid-friendly interfaces, but went with NGK because of the quality of the photographs and the ease with which issues could be integrated into the curriculum.














Natl. Geo. For Kids





Weekly Reader Galaxy








Janine took a look at two online serials geared toward middle and high school students. Both include global events and news information, but in a format that may be too crowded and confusing for some users.  The video component of DM pushed it into first place.  














Discover Magazine


     


Science News Online 	














Stacy found that between her two choices, Ranger Rick appealed to a broader ranger of readers (Pre-K through early elementary) and includes extra reading activities and non-fiction articles.  YBBY scored high for crafts/games/recipes.  














Ranger Rick  


		       


Your Big Back Yard	














Nira analyzed two science magazines geared toward upper elementary/middle schoolers.  Both are available in print and online, have a fun writing style, similar activities, and are easily integrated into the curriculum.  She noted that Yes’s layout and easy search function may appeal to male readers, and that gave it the edge.











Yes


		       


Odyssey	














Rachel agreed with Cathy regarding the comparison between TFK and SNZ.  Citing the TFK grade level editions and teacher supplements as a plus, Rachel also noted that having the print version as well as the online one is important for those days when the system is down. 














Time for Kids		       


Scholastic News Zone	














Robin also found NGK to be a superior publication over RR primarily because of its broader content (science and social studies) and in depth reporting.  In addition, the photographs and videos will appeal to the general student audience and ELL readers in particular.














Natl. Geo. For Kids


     


Ranger Rick       	














Kelly found two physical fitness magazines for elementary school readers.  She chose KSF over the more popular SIK because it educates coaches, kids and parents through a variety of features.  The daily sports news and training center, and professional athlete memoir segments make KSF a valuable asset. 














Kids Sports & Ftness


 


Sports Ill. For Kids	














Melissa turned her attention to finding publications that catered to enhancing reading enjoyment of 7 to 12 year olds, particularly short stories. Cyberkids is only available online, and Fandangle is the PDF version of the print editions.  Ironically, Fandangle’s content of adult and kid written stories was easier to navigate and read than Cyberkids.   





Fandangle    	


	       


Cyberkids           	














Susie’s survey of a number of online offerings came down to the Cricket Group due to its broad age range appeal.  Highlights scored highly (forgive the pun) due to its recognition factor, and tried and true activities.  Susie notes that libraries, and parents, looking to stretch their dollar, should bookmark their favorite online publications now!














Cricket/Ladybug etc.


       & Highlights





TFK, SN, Stone Soup


	














For Ciro, it was all about NGK.   Agreeing with Robin and Kate’s evaluations, Ciro added that as a non-fiction research source, NGK online will appeal to the digital natives who reach for a computer first and the encyclopedia second.  He also makes the practical observation that online information does not need shelf space for storage.  No more old copies tied in bundles for recycling!
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