MINUTES ( P. S. 160 School Leadership Meeting ( March 8, 2007
In attendance:  Nalina Baldeo, Tanisha Carter, Maria Kapetanos, Julie Matz, Barbara Reill, Carla Stephens, Linda Suber

Notes from Mr. Garden

· 3rd, 4th and 5th grade Math and ELA Testing is OVER!  Sixth grade Math is next week.  The fourth grade science test is all that’s left after next week.  Mr. Holness has access to science hands-on materials and is using them with the 4th grades.

· Two vacancies: SETTS and IEP teacher (Mr. Garden is interviewing someone later this week).  Ms. Grossman’s (speech) last day was Monday.  She is out on maternity leave.

· No details about next year’s curriculum or administrative changes.  Mr. Garden has asked Ms. Levine to start reviewing curriculum options.  Ms. Matz will design a survey to solicit teacher and para response to current Math and Literacy programs, and suggestions for new ones.

· Principals’ Conference this Saturday.  There are 5 tickets available (Mr. Garden is going, so that leaves 4).  Anyone interested?

· UFT conference is 2nd Saturday in May where we have 10 seats available.

· ELL Saturday Program runs every Saturday starting last week and continuing until April 16th.  

· Mr. Garden is starting a “Men’s Group” on Saturdays to help support strong male role models for our students.

· Parent Technology Training will occur on Saturdays as well.  Dates are needed.  The workshops will run from 10 am until 12 pm.

· Ballroom Dancing starts with teacher orientation today and will continue each M/W/F from 4/16 until the end of May.
· The Science Fair is March 19th.

· PTCs are March 20th, all in one day.  The students will have a ½ day.  Ms. Matz is planning a library open house to showcase the new books and visual material purchased this year.  Teachers and parents will be encouraged to stop by.

NEW BUSINESS
Science Fair

Ms. Stephens asked for an explanation as to how the science fair projects fit into the science curriculum.   In addition, she and other parents remarked that the projects are a considerable amount of work, and there is limited student involvement after the projects are set up in the gym.  She suggests that students be present to explain their projects when other students or parents view the fair.  Also, a comment book could be available for people to record their impressions of the projects.

Other science fair issues discussed:

1. What criteria are used to judge the projects?

2. Could the younger grades work on a class project rather than submit individual projects?

3. Can the science fair rubric be distributed to families earlier?

School-based Support Team Room

Ms. Suber conveyed her deep concern for the condition of room 109, and the impression it makes on the students who are tested and parents who attend meetings regarding their child’s special needs.  She remarked on the excessive papers, the lack of a child-friendly atmosphere, the unprofessional demeanor and appearance of the staff, and the overall run-down nature of the room.  

We had a spirited and passionate discussion about the special needs of children with IEPs and those for whom parents are reluctant to obtain services.  Specifically, teachers and parents alike voiced the following concerns:

1. Do we have a parent advocate to assist parents as they travel through the evaluation and IEP process for the first time?  

2. Could we identify those parents in our school who may be willing to assist other parents as they seek special services for their child?

3. How can we ensure that the children who are assess in room 109, feel safe, secure and supported?

4. Who is accountable for the personnel who work in room 109?

5. Can we provide a workshop for parents that will focus on the “learning Differently” aspects of LD and showcase families with special needs children and teachers with special education experience?

Ms. Stephens asked that there be a report regarding the condition of Room 109 at our next meeting.

Submitted by:  J. Matz  / April 12, 2007
