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	Learning Objective(s): 1. Provide young children with an intuitive discovery of the concept of opposites.  2. Children will demonstrate their understanding the opposites through play and discussion. 3. Parents will reinforce the concept of opposites and vocabulary.

	What to Do: 
         Young children naturally test their world.  A baby sits in the high chair and holds his spoon over the edge of the tray.  He drops it.  It’s gone.  Soon someone comes by and picks it up and places it on the tray, and now it’s back.  So, the child does it again, and again the spoon falls to the floor, it is GONE and then when someone picks it up, it is BACK.  

          This rudimentary experiment begins to build the knowledge of “opposites” as well as “cause and effect”, not to mention “gravity”!  Language, however, can lag behind what a child “knows” and often must be deliberately introduced.  

          The language of opposites is needed as a child explores their world, making observations about the order of things, their similarities and differences, and those that are linked by their (opposite) natures.  This activity focuses on the concept of “empty and full” as a means of demonstrating opposites while building language and having fun.

1. Introduce EMPTY  by playing  Where’s the Penny? Place a penny in both hands and shake them, until you close one fist around the penny.  Show both fists to your child and ask her to pick the fist that holds the penny.  Open the hand she touches, and either say “It’s empty, no penny, let’s try again”, or “You found it!, Now it’s your turn”.  Encourage her to mimic your responses as you take turns hiding and finding the penny. Be liberal with your use of the word “EMPTY”.  

2. Introduce FULL by using Activity Sheet #1.  Cut the paper in half and ask your child to tell you what they see.  One half of the page is “empty” or “white”, while the other side is “full” of balls.  Hold the pages behind your back and ask her to guess which hand holds the empty card or the full card.  Play this much in the same way you played the penny game.

3. Make your own “EMPTY or FULL” game by cutting out the circles on Activity Sheet #2 and using the bottom half as a placemat.  Put all the circles in the center of the table and tell your child to make sure her placemat is EMPTY.  Hold the Empty and Full cards from Activity Sheet #1 behind your back and show one to your child, if it is “EMPTY” she does nothing, but if it is “FULL”, she quickly places the circles on her placemat, saying “My placemat is FULL”.  Repeat this for as many times as you like, taking turns so that your child gets a chance to use her new vocabulary as she holds the cards.

            After playing this game, both you and your child will be very aware of “empty” and “full” everywhere you go.  Left for you both to decide is whether her milk glass is half empty or half full, but that is a lesson for another time!
 

	Standards Addressed:

Information Power: Produces and communicates information and ideas in appropriate formats (3.4)

Subject Area: Language Arts 10.0; Science 7.1 (Level 1); 2.5 (Level 2); 






Activity Sheet 2 --  Cut here and cut out the circles





Activity Sheet 1 --  Cut here 








