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	Learning Objective(s): 1. Students will observe and describe a property of matter. 2. Students will conduct an experiment to prove a property of liquids. 3. Students will communicate ideas, and record observations and experiences through drawing and discussion.

	
	What to Do: 
         It can be exciting to witness young children “discover” seemingly contradictory physical properties.  For example, for most four year olds, and many five year olds, anyone who is taller than they are, is by definition older, because they are bigger.  This learning activity introduces young children to the fundamental properties of mass and matter by asking the question: “Can water that looks different, actually be the same amount?”..

Assemble the following materials:

· 2 water glass containers with different shapes: for example, one tall & thin and one short and wide

· a pitcher of water 

· food coloring (optional)

· a copy of the Activity Sheet

· pencil

· crayons or markers

· Ziploc baggies in two different sizes (optional)

1. Fill a pitcher with water.  If you have food coloring, pick a color and add a few drops.  It will be easier to see the levels of the water if it is a color.

2. Together with your child, fill one of the glass containers with water, and “record” the level of water on your activity sheet.   

3. Pour the water from the first glass container into the second glass container and “record” the level of the water on your activity sheet.

4. Fill in the answers on the checklist and “discover” that, despite how the water looks in each glass, both glasses had the same amount.

5. Repeat the same process using “zip-lock” baggies of different sizes.  Print another Activity Sheet.  Pour water into bag one, hold up the bag and see how full it is, and draw a picture of the baggie.  Pour the water into the second baggie, and draw it.   

6. This activity is a wonderful opportunity for you and your child to practice the scientific method by asking a question, making predictions, observing, recording your findings and then thinking about what you saw.  

	
	Standards Addressed:

Information Power: Produces and communicates information and ideas in appropriate formats (3.4)

Subject Area: Language Arts 10.0; Science 7.1 (Level 1); 2.5 (Level 2); Technology 6.4


(   The raindrop clip art on the activity page came from Clips Ahoy!    (
http://www.clipsahoy.com/index2.html
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1. Fill your first container three-fourths with water.



























































Let’s think about what we did . . .


     


Did you pour water into container #1?                             Circle    YES    or    NO





Did you pour the same water from container #1


 into Container #2?                                                        Circle    YES    or    NO





Does the water in Container #1 look different 


from the water in Container #2?                                      Circle    YES    or    NO





Talk about why you think the water looks different





Imagine this:  If you pour the water back into container #1,


what do you think you will see?





3. Complete the checklist and think about what you saw.





2. Pour the water from container #1 into container #2.





The activity that answers the question of how the same amount of water doesn’t look that way! 





Seeing


Is


Believing!





An Introduction to the Physical Properties of Liquids 





Container #2









































Draw the second container  and color it in to show the water.
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Container #1









































Draw the first container and color it in to show the water.




















