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Lesson Title:    CREATING  SPECIAL  EFFECTS  WITH  WORDS : An Introduction to the Short Stories of Edgar Allan Poe, the Father of the Mysterious, Horrific and Mad

Creator:    Julie Marie Matz -- teacher librarian -- P.S. 160Q

Brief Description: Capitalizing on the intense popularity of the horror film genre and recent emergence of personal media publication (myspace, UTube, podcasts), this lesson takes high school Juniors on a virtual trip back in time to read the author who created the literary genre that started it all: Edgar Allan Poe.  While Poe used his pen to publish his tortured human nature, our students will take a Poe work of their choice and reproduce it in a twenty-first century media format best suited for its “special effect”.

Information Literacy Skill(s): Definition (considering potential topics)/ Planning (identifying potential formats for presentation) / Exploration (rethinking and finalizing project topic and presentation format) / Organization (sequencing selected information, organizing information for presentation) / Presentation (selecting most appropriate format and presenting results) / Evaluation (determining future usefulness of presentation) 
Information Literacy Standard(s): 

STANDARD 5 – The student who is an independent learner is information literate and appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information. 

· Students seek a variety of information sources in different formats for information and personal enjoyment.
· Students connect to larger ideas in the human experience and their own lives.
· Students can identify and use media that match the purpose of their communication to communicate ideas and emotions most effectively. (Information Power)
Related Subject Area(s): American history, cultural history, vocabulary development, creative expression, group dynamics

Related Content Standard(s): 

STANDARD 6, Level VI -- Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of literary texts.  

· Critical Reading Benchmark 8. Understands relationships between literature and its historical period, culture, and society (e.g., influence of historical context on form, style, and point of view; influence of literature on political events; social influences on author's description of characters, plot, and setting; how writer's represent and reveal their cultures and traditions.  (McRel)
Collaborator(s): Drama, English, Art, AV (technology), Administration

Credits: How E. A. Poe Achieves Singleness of Effect, a lesson by Ms. Schoenfeld, Bronx Science High School

             Julie Matz, teacher librarian

Instructional Goals:

· Students will become familiar with the life and times of Edgar Allan Poe.

· Students will identify characteristics of the horror/mystery/madness genre.

· Students will create and present a work of Poe using the audio or video media of their choice. 

Learning Objectives:  

· Working in groups, students will produce a media presentation of an Edgar Allan Poe short story.

· Students will plan their production, assign individual responsibility, and sequencing tasks.

· Students will evaluate their work, and the work of others using a peer evaluation rubric.
Motivational Goals:
· Generate interest in the horror/mystery/madness genre.
· Establish the importance of individual contribution to the creative group project.
· Reinforce student confidence in their ability to understand the genre and produce a project that reflects its characteristics.
· Motivate continuing interest in the creative production process.
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Grade Level(s):  High School Juniors 

Number of Students:  25 to 30, divided into groups of 5

Relevant Characteristics: Multicultural high school students in any geographic setting, with a variety of reading levels and learning styles. 
Motivational Profile (Incoming Motivation Levels):

Attention: 


Low

Medium
 
High
Comments: The combination of the horror/mystery/madness genre with technology offers students a not just content but also process access points to this lesson. 


Relevance: 


Low

Medium
 
High
 Comments: By linking Poe with Tim Burton to launch the lesson, students will transfer their knowledge and interest in the visual macabre they know (Vincent, Frankenweinie, Corpse Bride, Nightmare before Christmas, Batman) to the literary macabre of Poe’s tales.


Confidence: 


Low

Medium
 
High
 Comments: Every day students go home and “put up” words and images on the web revealing their inner selves.  They are experienced producers of the personal and can easily transfer those skills to this specialized production.  Groups will be designed to mix the skills and experience levels of students as to maximize talent and minimize anxiety.

Satisfaction Potential: 
Low

Medium
 
High +
Comments: Students should have very high levels of satisfaction with their work given that final products will be presented in class and showcased at Parent Teacher Conference night, providing students with an audience of their peers and parents to judge and enjoy their creative work.
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(methods, media, materials)

Introduction:  

________________________

___________________________________________
________________________

___________________________________________
________________________

___________________________________________
________________________

___________________________________________
________________________

___________________________________________
________________________

___________________________________________
________________________

Body
___________________________________________


___________________________________________


Body (Continued)


Conclusion: 

Learning Assessment Method(s):  

· Ongoing teacher observation of individual contributions and group dynamics, rating of final product based on rubric designed to assess process and product.

· Peer assessment of group work (how well did the group work together, how satisfied were group members with the final product, what would group members do differently/same next time?)  

Resources
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Name: _______________________________________                     Date: ____________

WHAT’S YOUR HORROR IQ?
1. Dead or alive: 

· Vincent Price        _______________

· Edgar Allan Poe   _______________

· Tim Burton              _______________

2. List three things you know about Edgar Allan Poe:

3. Tim Burton is best known for _____________________________.

4. What is the name of the scariest film you have ever seen or book you have ever read?


5. Fill in the blanks:  

· The Fall of the House of    ________________

· The   ________    Tale Heart

· Nightmare Before   ________________

· Phantom of the    ______________

· Young    _________________
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POE PRODUCTION TEMPLATE











POE Production Peer Review  
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IM-PACT Lesson Planning Guide








Day 1


Students enter the classroom to the sounds of eerie organ music. 


Distribute a brief (5 question) survey designed to ascertain how many students are familiar with Edgar Allan Poe, Vincent Price, Tim Burton and horror films/books.


Compile survey results while the class watches “Vincent”  Tim Burton’s  6 minute animated short film about a boy who want to be Vincent Price and who’s favorite poet is Edgar Allan Poe.  Use the laptop to access  � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_YI_GHwfRg" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_YI_GHwfRg�  (YouTube).








IM-PACT Lesson Planning Guide








IM-PACT Lesson Planning Guide





Procedures





CD player and organ CD





Horror/Mystery Survey





Smartboard


Laptop & projector


YouTube website 

















Ask students to list what elements of “Vincent” make it a horror film.  List those elements on chart paper.


Share the results of the survey with the class (most students will know who Tim Burton is; a fewer will be familiar with Vincent Price and Edgar Allan Poe).


Introduce Poe as the father of the American Short Story, and in particular, the originator of the horror/mystery/madness genre.


Play the recording of Basil Rathbone reciting “The Raven” by E. A. Poe.


Revisit the list of horror film characteristics and see how many apply to the poem.  


HOMEWORK – Go to The Poe Museum website � HYPERLINK "http://www.poemuseum.org/poes_life/index.html" ��http://www.poemuseum.org/poes_life/index.html� , read the pages on his life and the timeline that displays significant events in Poe’s life as well as current events of the time.   Compile a list of five facts/events from Poe’s life that you think influenced his literary obsession with horror/mystery/madness.





Overhead Projector and/or chart paper





CD player


Basil Rathbone recording of “The Raven” by E. A. Poe














Smartboard &Laptop





Text books





Tape recorder





Group work






































Chart of horror film characteristics as compiled on Day 1 – revised.























Production Template  (attached)




















Collaboration with AV Department





Day 2


Divide the class into groups of 5 and distribute chart paper and markers.  Give each group 10 minutes to create a visual representation of the factors they believed influenced Poe, drawing on their homework.


Briefly present and display each group’s work, emphasizing new items as the presentations progress.


Distribute the class set of Edgar Allan Poe’s Tales of Mystery and Madness, illustrated by Gris Grimley.


HOMEWORK – Read The Tell Tale Heart and identify three dramatic opportunities for oral recitation. 





Day 3


Assign parts of The Telltale Heart to each group, and allow ten minutes for them to decide who is to read and how they will include dramatic elements in their recitation.


Begin reading and tape recording each group in succession.


Listen to the class’ version of the story.  


Revisit the list of horror film characteristics the class compiled about Burton’s film, Vincent.  Ask students to rate their audio performance the The Tell Tale Heart based those characteristics.  Revise list of horror characteristics to reflect Poe’s work.


HOMEWORK – Using your text or the Poe Museum web site, choose a work of Poe for your group to present either as an audio or video recording.





Day 4


Distribute production templates to each group and provide 30 minutes for each group to decide what Poe work they will produce, and how.


Pair teams and have students share their project plans with each other in order to get constructive criticism and feedback.


HOMEWORK – Begin assembling materials for your production.





Days 5 & 6


Groups work on their productions in collaboration with the AV department.





Days 7 & 8


In-class presentations of group work.


Peer reviews using class defined horror film characteristics – revised list.  


Invitation to school newspaper staff to view the productions for review and advertisement for Parent Teacher Conference night.  


Present productions at Parent Teacher Conference night.








AV materials needed to present group work





Peer review forms





Group work





Team Members


               Names/phone #/email                                Production responsibility





1.





2.





3.





4.





5.

















Story Title: 

















 Production Media:


	Audio		Video 	Digital	Podcast		________________	














Equipment and Materials :

















Story Details


              


        Characters 			Setting			  Problem/Conflict


	














Poetry Speaks to Children (Book & CD) (Read & Hear) (Hardcover) 2001�by � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Elise%20Paschen" �Elise Paschen� (Editor), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Dominique%20Raccah" �Dominique Raccah� (Editor), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Nikki%20Giovanni" �Nikki Giovanni� (Guest), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=X.J.%20Kennedy" �X.J. Kennedy� (Guest), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Billy%20Collins" �Billy Collins� (Guest), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Wendy%20Rasmussen" �Wendy Rasmussen� (Illustrator), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Judy%20Love" �Judy Love� (Illustrator), � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-8416709-3595017?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Paula%20Zinngrabe%20Wendland" �Paula Zinngrabe Wendland� (Illustrator) 





Title: Edgar Allan Poe's tales of mystery and madness / illustrated by Gris Grimley.


Publisher: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, c2004.








Story Title





Group Members


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.





Media Type						





Rate the production on the following criteria (1 = not a chance, 5 = absolutely)





This production showed the talents of every group member.





1		2		3		4		5





This production created an atmosphere of suspense.





1		2		3		4		5





At times, I forgot where I was while listening to this performance.





1		2		3		4		5





I could clearly follow the plot of the story.





1		2		3		4		5





�





One suggestion I’d make to the group is . . . 			





I was surprised when . . .						





Name: _____________________________________





�








