Happy February Break everyone!  This week we’ll take a look at author visits and share our first hand experience (if we’ve hosted one) with each other (I’ll bet Robin G. has a story or two to tell . . . !).

Whether it’s to promote Black History Month or publicize the work of a local author, any librarian who has hosted an author in their school knows that to be successful, upfront planning is the key.  Communication between the administration, staff, students and parents is essential.  We just canceled an author visit to our school because the administration neglected to include the library and other school staff until it was too late.  

There is no need to reinvent the wheel, however.  Take a look at the links below:

· Publishing houses, such as Scholastic, will walk you through the process, starting with “Get Started Planning, Fundraising, & Tips for a Successful Author Visit” and including everything from how to find an author by region and the steps for ordering books in advance of your author visit.

· Some authors, such as Deborah Lightfoot, have taken the initiative and provide potential school sites with administrative tools to help schools schedule a visit from her.  Her website includes an Author Visit Agreement form, a complete program description and “Tips for a Successful Author Visit” which can help you with any author.

· The AASL offered a Timeline to a Successful Author Visit , a ten page document with everything from a sample newsletter article to publicize your event, to sample questions for your students to ask your author.

So, if you’ve hosted as author visit, please tell us who came, what worked well, what you’ll never do the same way again, and how your students reacted to the experience.  If you’ve never hosted an author visit, who would you want to bring to your school and why?  

