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,




McCormick, Patricia. Sold. New York: Hyperion, 2006.


Set in India, teenage prostitution, role of women in India, strong female characters, will appeal to immigrant students and natives.  


Natl. Book Award Nominee	





10.87








8.99








Lyga, Barry, The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl, New York: Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2006.


15 yr. old “comic geek” w/ new sib on the way via stepfather, teen issues:  outcasts, bullies, love interest in Goth girl, finding community.





7.99








Oates, Joyce Carol, After the Wreck, I Picked Myself Up, Spread My Wings, and Flew Away. New York: Harper Teen, 2007.


Car crash, mom dies, Jenna lives.  Survivor guilt, painkillers, life goes on, or does it?  Psychological and emotional content centered on teen characters.





  12.74








Krech, Bob. Rebound. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2006.


NJ high school boys: Polish wrestlers, black basketball players; teen competition, racial tension, basketball action = “guy” read.   





18.99








Zusak, Markus. The Book Thief. New York: Knopf, 2006.


Death as narrator set in WWII, German working class neighborhood, book stealing girl, German-Jewish friendships, poetic narrative.  Cross-cultural appeal.


			Book Sense Book of the Year, SLJ starred review





16.45








Lanagan, Margo. Black Juice. New York: Eos, 2006.


Short stories, strange and startling, weird and wondrous.  Elephants rescue humans, couples marry anonymously, and assassins kill clowns.  Horror, fantasy and suspense.  Steven King fans will check this out.


			Book Sense Book of the Year, SLJ starred review





Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy: A Memoir. New York: Amistad 2001.


Myers remembers Harlem of the ‘40’s and his outcast childhood.  Having talents that aren’t part of the crowd, becoming a writer.  Important for the collection as further reading for those who enjoy Myers’ fiction.





15.25








Werlin, Nancy. The Rules of Survival. New York: Dial, 2006.


Domestic dysfunction, psychotic mother, Matthew (the oldest) shelters Callie and Emmy, stepfather becomes an unlikely savior.  “YA thriller”                                                                 


			





11.55








Werlin, Nancy. Double Helix. New York: Puffin, 2003.


Teen scientist tries to save mother dying of Huntington’s Disease.  Science, fiction, and mystery.  Genetic engineering, bioethics.  





13.25








Williams, Lori Aurelia. Shayla’s Double Brown Baby Blues. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003.


“Near perfect” sequel to When Kambia Elaine Flew From Neptune (2001) Strong teen character development.  





5.99








Williams, Lori Aurelia. When Kambia Elaine Flew From Neptune. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001.


Teenage friendship and love, living on the “other side of the tracks”, overcoming obstacles and coming into your own.  








19.20





Volponi, Paul. Black and White. New York: Puffin, 2006


NYC African American senior best friends with Caucasian senior), both basketball stars, risk college scholarships by becoming armed robbers, get caught, get treated differently (unequally), morally ambiguous.  





6.99








Coy, John. Crackback. New York: Scholastic Paperback, 2007. 


Sophomore football star, new (dictator) coach, team members on steroids, homophobic father, shifting friendships, family secrets, romance . . . first person narrative.  Male team athletes search for larger truths.





6.99








Alphin, Elaine Marie. The Perfect Shot. New York: Carolrhoda Books, 2005.


Girlfriend, sister, mother murdered, father charged, basketball playing boyfriend testifies, African American best friend arrested.  Grief, friendship, peer and parental pressure.  Basketball action.  Moral decisions.  Solid drama, solid characters.





11.53








Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. New York: Tandem Library, 2004.    


New edition needed.  





22.50








Reinhardt, Dana. A Brief Chapter in My Impossible Life. New York: Wendy lamb Books, 2007


Coming of age story, 16-year-old girl, adopted, contact with birth mother, sexual awakening.  Social issues for teens.  





8.99








Giles, Gail. What Happened to Cass McBride?. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 2007.


Suicide of an outcast, revenge-filled older brother targets popular girl as responsible, dysfunctional families, abuse, kidnapping, and crime investigation.  Suspenseful and thought provoking.  Intense teen characters.  			





7.99








Pfeffer, Susan Beth. Life as We Knew It. New York: Harcourt Children’s Books, 2006.


Near-future worldwide catastrophe, global changes in weather and geological activity, PA teenager keeps a diary of distressing circumstances, dwindling resources and hope.  Science fiction meets reality. 





11.56








McKissack, Patricia. Porch Lies: Tales of Slicksters, Tricksters and other Wily Characters. Schwartz & Wade, 2006.


Nine original tales based on stories told on the author’s grandparent’s front porch: humor, horror, villains, gravediggers, Jesse James, runaway slaves, segregation, the Klan.  Full page illustrations.  Multicultural and traditional.  





12.89





Volponi, Paul. Rooftop. New York: Puffin, 2006


Former drug dealing black teen killed by white officer, cousin lies to hurt the cop, corrupt justice system protested by activist, street slang, urban poverty and teen moral dilemmas.  High-interest plot, complex and relevant.





6.99








Draper, Sharon. Copper Sun. New York: Atheneum Books fro Young Readers, 2006.


Historical fiction.  Fifteen-year-old African girl sold into slavery, alternating chapters told by indentured white servant. Sexual and physical abuse overcome by survival strength.  Author’s note details factual base of story. 


						Coretta Scott King Award Winner 








11.53





Westerfeld, Scott. Uglies. New York: Simon Pulse, 2005.


First book in the Uglies Trilogy, futuristic world where 16-year-olds undergo compulsory operations to make them “pretty”.  The younger “Uglies” enviously await transformation.  Rebels start “free settlements”, environmental themes, “big brother” overtones, video-game action, many Matrix moments.  Future realism.





8.99








Westerfeld, Scott. Pretties. New York: Simon Pulse, 2005.


Second book in the Uglies Trilogy, love interest for Tally, the main character (now a “Pretty”) who comes to understand how she became one (operation erases memory).  Revolution is coming (in the next book). 








8.99








Westerfeld, Scott. Specials. New York: Simon Pulse, 2007.


Main character, Tally, now radicalized by the truth, she is enhanced with super-fast reflexes through nanotechnology and now a Special Circumstances agent.  Hoverboards, search for freedom, and revolution.








9.99








Meyer, Stephenie. Twilight. Boston: Little Brown Young Readers, 2006.


The Twilight Saga, Book 1, male high school vampire (Edward) hunts wildlife not humans, falls in love with a human (Bella). Relationship issues with life-threatening consequences.  Realistic and fantasy.








8.99








Meyer, Stephenie. New Moon. Boston: Little Brown Young Readers, 2006.


The Twilight Saga, Book 2, continuation of “Romeo and Juliet”- like romance. between Edward and Bella. 








10.44





Dokey, Cameron. Before Midnight: A Retelling of “Cinderella”.  New York: Simon Pulse, 2007.


“Once Upon a Time” Series.  Strong women, clever men in an expanded version of the traditional fairy tale.  Fantasy romance.   








5.99





Dokey, Cameron. Sunlight and Shadow.  New York: Simon Pulse, 2004.


“Once Upon a Time” Series.  Retelling of Mozart’s “The Magic Flute”.  �Told in alternating points of view, challenges of true love, fantasy and romance. 








5.99





Dokey, Cameron. Golden.  New York: Simon Pulse, 2006.


“Once Upon a Time” Series.  Retelling of the Rapunzel fairy tale with moral dilemmas, a born bald Rapunzel, moral dilemmas, strong male and female characters.  Fantasy, suspense and romance.   








17.57





Jolin, Paula. In the Name of God. New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2007.


Islamic Fundamentalism, 17-year-old female main character agrees to be a suicide bomber, docu-novel aspects, contemporary Muslim Arab teen life.   Suspense.  Multicultural appeal.   








11.53





Myers, Walter Dean. What They Found: Love on 145th Street. New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2007.


Short stories. Themes include: “poor and black” on the streets of Harlem, in prison, on the front line in Afghanistan; single teen moms, tough gangster and handicapped kids.  Some stories are linked.  Urban issues.  Teen characters.








10.87





Fields, Terri. Holdup. New York: Simon Pulse, 2007.


Teens working in Burger Heaven are held-up at gunpoint just before closing.  First person narration from four points of view retells the incident.  Epilogue gives insight into character development one year after the crime. Teen language.  








11.53





Strasser, Todd. Bootcamp. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2007.


Teens are abducted in the middle of the night and sent to a military camp, at their parent’s behest.  Violence, injustice, misunderstanding, hopelessness.  Realistic fiction about teen incarceration.








10.87








Myracle, Lauren. ttyl (Talk to You Late - Internet Girls). New York: Amulet, 2004.


Written entirely in text messages by three sophomore girls, pages look like a computer screen, each writer has a different color and font.  Issues discussed are realistic: dating, drinking, defiance.  





5.99





Myracle, Lauren. ttfn (Talk to You Late - Internet Girls). New York: Amulet, 2004.


Sequel to ttyl, now Juniors, Angela, Maddie and Zoe explore sexuality, drugs, depression and learning about themselves.  





6.95





Myracle, Lauren. L8r, g8r (Internet Girls). New York: Amulet, 2007.


Senior year for the best friends who text messaged their way through high school in ttyl and ttfn.  The format makes this an easy read for everyone, especially reluctant readers.  Teen issues: ending high school, best friends, daily drama, driving, and college.  Realistic is content and format.  





10.85





Strasser,Todd. Can’t Get There From Here. New York: Simon and Shulster, 2004.


Homeless teens on the streets of New York find “family” with each other, some die from drug, alcohol abuse, AIDs.  All are fleeing homelife horrors.  Hope comes from a librarian, but not for all.    





13.22


425





Sleator, William. The Boy Who Couldn’t Die. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 2005.


Eternal life for a 16-year-old boy, granted by a Zombie master who now controls him.  Horror, suspense, desperate first person narration. Great cover.  





13.22





St. James, James. Freak Show. New York: Dutton Juvenile, 2007.


Teenage drag queen goes to conservative boys school, seeks acceptance on his terms.  Bawdy narration from a “gender obscurist” .  Celebrates diversity and individuality.  Strong teen characters and issues.






























































12.91





Tharp, Tim. Knights of the Hill Country. New York: Knopf, 2007.


Football championship.  Heated rivalry includes a gun.  Socially awkward football star.  Sports action scenes.  Great cover to attract athlete readers.  








11.53





Lester, Julius. Day of Tears. New York: Hyperion, 2005.


Historical fiction, slave auction, told from the slaves’ and owner’s perspectives, varying typeface for each voice.  Includes the Underground Railroad and the largest slave auction in US history.  Accessible text, challenging format.  





12.47








James, Brian. Tomorrow, Maybe. New York: Push, 2003.


Homeless teenage girl in NYC. betrayal, teen and child prostitution, redemption.  Strong, realistic female voice.  Urban teen issues.





6.99





Canales, Viola. The Tequila Worm. New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2007.


Mexican-American life told through the young teenage Sofia, soccer star, scholarship winner for private school.   Racial slurs, cultural celebrations, family.  Multicultural lit.  


						Pura Belpre Award Winner





12.44








Davidson, Dana. Played. New York: Jump at the Sun, 2007.


Urban high school fraternity requires popular pledge to sleep with unpopular virgin.   Betrayal, truth, friendship, integrity, maturity, forgiveness.  Teen topics with African American characters.


						





12.44








~ 500.00











