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Picture Books and Reading Lists Assignment    9--12th Grade
In choosing books for my list, I looked at reviews from various sources (identified at the end of this paper) and I thought about the student population that I serve.  I have, with a few exceptions, a large number of reluctant and struggling readers.  In order to get them reading, I looked for books that were, for the most part, easy to read, entertaining and interesting to them.  I also, of course, thought about books that would promote literacy in my student population.  In choosing picture books, I included graphic novels because I find my students quite reluctant to even consider reading picture books while graphic novels, even though full of pictures, seem more grown up to them.  
Books

Benton, Jim.  It’s Happy Bunny: Love Bites.  Scholastic, 2005.
Happy Bunny shares his not very nice advice about the ups and downs of relationships.

Benton, Jim.  It’s Happy Bunny: What’s Your Sign?  Scholastic, 2005.

Happy Bunny shares his cynical views on astrology.

Craft, Elizabeth, and Sarah Fain.  Bass Ackwards and Belly Up.  Little, Brown & Company, 2006.

Four friends decide to skip college and follow their dreams, sort of.

Canfield, Jack, and Mark Victor Hansen.  A 5th Portion of Chicken Soup for the Soul: 101 Stories to Open the Heart and Rekindle the Spirit.  Health Communications, 2004.

Reassuring anecdotes on issues such as love, death, parenting, and self-esteem.

Canfield, Jack, and Mark Victor Hansen.  Chicken Soup for the African American Soul: Celebrating and Sharing Our Culture One Story at a Time.  Health Communications, 2004.  Stories of inspiration that relate to African Americans and includes selections from Maya Angelou, Nelson Mandela and others.
Corwin, Miles.  And Still We Rise: The Trials and Triumphs of Twelve Gifted Inner-City High School Students.  HarperCollins, 2001.

A year in the life of twelve gifted students in Crenshaw High in Los Angeles.

Davis, Sampson, et al.  The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream.  Penguin, 2003.

Three young men decide to become doctors in spite of everything around them.

Draper, Sharon Mills, and Adam Lowenstein (illustrator).  Romiette and Julio.  Simon & Schuster, 2001.

A modern day Romeo and Juliet where race is the prime factor.

Draper, Sharon Mills.  Tears of a Tiger.  Simon & Schuster, 1996.

He was the driver the night his best friend was killed in a car accident and his guilt is consuming his life.

Flake, Sharon.  Who Am I Without Him?: Short Stories about Girls and the Boys in their Lives.  Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2005.

Short stories of girls struggling with self–esteem and relationships.

Flake, Sharon.  Money Hungry.  Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2001.

Raspberry Hill believes that money is the solution for all her problems and tries to earn it any way she can, at any cost.
Flake, Sharon.  Begging for Change.  Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2003.

In this sequel, Raspberry Hill commits a crime that has her questioning her true self.

Gallo, Daonald R.  No Easy Answers: Short Stories About Teenagers Making Tough Choices.  Random House, 1999.

Stories of teenagers who must make tough decisions as a testament of their true characters.

Grimes, Nikki.  Jazmin’s Notebook. Penguin, 2000.

A young girl uses her journal as a source of strength during her tough life in Harlem in the 1960s.

Hareas, John.  NBA’s Greatest.  DK, 2003.

Photographic stories of the greatest players, teams, and games in the history of the NBA.

Johnson, Angela.  The First Part Last. Simon & Schuster, 2005.

Bobby’s life changes forever on the night of his sixteenth birthday party.

Johnson, Angela and John Jude Palencar (illustrator).  Heaven.  Simon & Schuster, 2000.

Fourteen-year-old Marley has to discover who she really is when she discovers that her parents are not really who they say they are.

Kidd, Sue Monk.  The Secret Life of Bees.  Viking, 2002.

The story of a fourteen-year-old white girl, Lily, and the friendship, family and truth she finds in the home of three black sisters named May, June, and August.

Morrison, Toni.  The Bluest Eye.  Penguin, 2000.

A young girl searches for identity in the world around her.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster.  HarperCollins, 2001.

Sixteen year-old Steve Harmon is facing a life sentence for walking into a store one fateful day.
Paulsen, Gary. Brian’s Return.  Laurel-Leaf, 2001.
After surviving the wilderness alone, Brian has difficulty adjusting to the life of a regular high school student and questions where he really belongs.
Sachar, Louis.  Holes.  Yearling, 1998.
Stanley Yelnats is sent to live on a correctional camp in Texas which seems to hold many mysteries.
Schlosser, Eric, and Charles Wilson.  Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to Know About Fast Food.  Houghton-Mifflin, 2006.

A journey behind the scenes of the fast food business that could help teens make more informed decisions about what and how they eat.
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Hush.  Putnam, 2002.

A young African American girl’s coming of age dilemmas when her family becomes a part of the witness protection program.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Behind You.  Putnam, 2004.

Unaware that he is watching over them, friends and family of deceased Jeremiah try to deal with life without him.

Five Picture Books That Promote Literacy 
These books tell stories that in some way highlight the importance of reading and writing in the lives of the main characters.

1.  Bradby, Marie with Chris K. Soentplet (illustrator).  More Than Anything Else.  Orchard, 1995.

Nine-year-old Booker dreams of the day that he’ll be able to read and write.

2. Bunting, Eve with Donald Carrick (illustrator).  The Wednesday Surprise.  Clarion, 1989.

Everyone thinks that grandma is teaching Anna to read, but the teacher and student are being confused.

3.  Fleischman, Sid with Peter Sis (illustrator).  The Whipping Boy.  HarperTrophy, 2003.    A prince and his whipping boy are mixed up because the whipping boy can do what the prince cannot—read.

 4.  Parry, Florence H., and Judith Heide Gilliland, with Ted Lewin (illustrator).  The Day of Ahmed’s Secret. HarperCollins, 1995.

Ahmed’s secret is one that promises to change his life and the life of family.

5.  The Gettysburg Address illustrated by Michael McCurdy with a foreword by Garry Willis.  Houghton-Mifflin, 1995.

The words of this famous speech are brought to life by McCurdy’s illustrations.

Sources of Reviews
Barnes and Noble.  http://www.bn.com

Codell, Esme Raji.  How to Get Your Child to Love Reading.  Chapel Hill: Algonquin, 2003.

Jones, Trev, et al.  “Best Books 2005.”  School Library Journal. New York: Reed, 2005.

Jones, Trev, et al.  “Best Books 2004.”  School Library Journal. New York: Reed, 2004.
Lewis, Valerie V., and Walter M. Mayes.  Valerie & Walter’s Best Books for Children.  New York: HarperCollins, 2004.
Titlewave-Follett Library Resources.  https://www.titlewave.com.

